Etymology: The species is named for the country in which it was discovered ("costarricense" means "Costa Rican" in Spanish). Etymology: This species is named for the province of Puntarenas, in which this study was undertaken.
Remarks
The most distinctive feature of this species is the small scolex relative to the width of the cephalic peduncle and short bothridia relative to total hook length (1:0.57 for lateral and 1:0.61 for medial hooks) (Fig.  3A) . To our knowledge, only Acanthobothrium microcephalum Alexander, 1953 exhibits a similar morphology. However, the ratio of bothridial length to total hook length for A. microcephalum reaches maximum 1:0.41. Also, that species, inhabiting Myliobatis californicus (Gill) from California, differs from A. puntarenasense in virtually every other feature used to distinguish species of Acanthobothrium. In other characters, the new species is most similar to A. semnovesiculum and A. 
DISCUSSION
The 6 species of Acanthobothrium now known from the Pacific coast of Costa Rica are most similar, among described species, to species occurring in related stingray hosts along the Caribbean coast of Colombia and Venezuela. In the absence of any phylogenetic hypotheses for members of this group, we cannot specify sister-group relationships, but it is possible that we have now identified several pairs of sister-species, e.g., Acanthobothrium nicoyaense and Acanthobothrium colombianum; A. vargasi and A. brevissime; A. campbelli and A. urotrygoni, each living on opposite sides of the isthmus of Panama. These would constitute what Jordan (1908) called geminate species pairs and would be excellent for comparative molecular genetic analyses to determine rates of evolutionary divergence and relative timing of speciation (Nadler, 1995) .
